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SITE DESCRIPTION/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Site Name and Location 

Lansing Sanitary Landfill 
5801 Aurellus Road 
Lansing, Michigan 48917 

County: 
Michigan Code Number: 

DNR District: 
EPA ID Number: 

Ingham 
33-03N-02W-02C 
Lansing 
MID980506505 

SAS Score/Screen No.: 570 

The Lansing Sanitary Landfill was operated by the Public Service Depart­
ment of the City of Lansing from 1952 to 1973 . The landfill Is located 
in the southeast corner of the City In an abandoned gravel pit. Disposal 
methods used at the site Included trenching and areagfllllng, eventually 
covering 75 acres of land with an estimated 9.4 x 10 cubic yards of 
sewage, sludge, rubbish and demolition materials. Reports Indicate that 
after closure In 1973, the landfill received an undetermined amount of 
Industrial wastes. The city attempted to cap the landfill with fly ash 
and other unstable materials. Reports from 1983 and a 1986 site Inspec­
tion Indicate that the edges of the cover have eroded away but wastes are 
not exposed. 

In 1979, It was discovered that contaminants were migrating off site. 
Groundwater testing revealed elevated levels of organic and Inorganic 
materials. Bis-(2 ethyl hexyl) phthalate was found at 85.0 ug/1 while 
chlorine levels reached 600 mg/1. Zinc was detected at 150 mg/1 and 
sulfates at 300 mg/1. The groundwater contamination spread to residen­
tial wells In the area. Persons served by these wells were connected to 
municipal water supplies In the late 1970's. The Lansing Sanitary 
Landfill site Is also a potential source of surface water contamination 
as Sycamore Creek runs adjacent to the landfill. 

Date of Previous Summary: 8/3/84 
Previous Author: B. Grabowskl 

Current Date: 1/2/87 
Author: N. Rottschafer 

Site Assessment Unit 
Groundwater Quality Division 
Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources 
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